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It isearly April in Ontario’sAlgonquin Provincial Park. There
isstill a bit of snow on the ground but the warmer days of spring
havearrived. Under theroot system of an old, dead tree,
sheltered from the weather, Bart the Black Bear isawakening
from hislong winter deep. Bart entered hissheltered den late
last October, and has been degping away Algonquin’slong, cold
winter ashehasdonefor the past nineyearsof hislife.

But now the days are war mer, spring hasarrived and Bart is
very hungry, and it istimefor him to wakeup. Emerging from
hisden, Bart beginstolook for food. Thereisnot much around,
just afew plants poking through the melting snow.

After wandering a short distance from hisden, Bart findsan
open area wherethe melting snow has revealed some emerging
spring grass. Being an omnivore Bart beginsto feed on thegrass
for the next several days.

While wandering around histerritory Bart comes acrossa slow
moving stream. Heremembers coming across a stream last year
and remembersall thefat, juicy White Suckersswimming in the
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cold, clear water. Thesetasty fish kept him fed for several days.
If heislucky maybe hewill find more of these yummy fish.
Searching the stream for awhile, Bart finally findswhat heis
looking for. Reaching intothewater Bart triesto scoop up one
of thefish but misses. Heisallittle out of practice after hislong
winter nap, but after afew moretriesBart hasa good meal of
fish on the shore,

Astheweeks go by the weather becomes warmer and spring
turnsinto summer. Insectsbegin to appear, and blueberries,
raspberries, blackberries, and juneberriesstart toripen. For the
rest of the spring and summer Bart eatslotsof berries, and
insects, grubs, and salamanderswhich he finds by tearing open
rotting logs and stumps.

Oneday in June, while wandering through theforest, Bart came
acrossa big Moose. The Mooseistoo big, strong and fast for
Bart to try and catch so hedecidesto keep going. Just asheis
about to leave Bart notices that the big M oose has a baby M oose
with it. Now thisissomething that Bart could catch. Moving
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dowly through theforest Bart crept up to the M oose calf. When
he was close enough hejumped out of the bush and ran at the
calf. Just ashewasalmost at the calf the big mother M oose
stepped in front of him and began to kick wildly with her front
legs. Bart had to be careful of those strong legs as he had been
kicked once before by aMooseand it really hurt him. Not
wanting to get kicked again Bart decidesto leave and look for
something to eat elsewhere.

Pretty soon the days started to become cooler, and the leaves on
thetreeshad started to change colour. Most of the berrieshad
gone but therewere lots of acorns and beech nutshigh up in the
trees. Bart wasa good climber so it wasnot a problem for him
to climb up thetrees. For many days Bart would Sit in the crook
of a beech tree and pull the branchestowards him to get at the
tasty beech nuts. Bart knew he would haveto eat a lot of beech
nuts and acornsto help make him niceand fat for hislong
winter deep.

Soon the days became colder, and the leaves began to fall off the
trees. Bart began to fedl tired and knew it was almost timeto go
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to deep for thewinter. He began looking for a place that would
make a good den. After wandering for a bit Bart came acrossa
leaning old tree. Some of the roots were showing but there was
not enough room underneath for him to fit. Using hisstrong
paws Bart began to dig out aden under theroots. In notimehe
had a den big enough where he could comfortable sleep away the
cold winter months. All fattened up from a spring of eating fish,
asummer of berries, and afall of nuts, Bart wasready for his
winter deep. Ashedept hisheart beat dower, hisbody
temperature dropped a bit, and hedid not go to the bathroom,
and yet hewas not cold because his body had enough fat to keep
him warm.

Outside the ground was covered with snow and the lakes and
riverswerefrozen. Although he might wake up from time-to-
time, mostly Bart would deep in hiswarm den until the snow
melted in the spring.
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